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Andalucia in Autumn 

 

Wildlife at Leisure 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

Arrive Malaga, transfer to Benaojan 

 

The urban sprawl of Malaga soon fades in to the distance as we rise into the 

Andalucian foothills. Looking back we’ll see the blue of the Mediterranean stretching 

off to the horizon and nearer at hand the tawny and ochre hillsides coloured by the 

summer drought. Overhead raptors and storks will be moving south, Booted Eagles 

and Short-toed Eagles, Black Kites and harriers. A little rain brings forth floral bounty; 

delicate Narcissus miniatus may be blooming on roadsides along our route whereas 

more widespread Narcissus serotinus decorates meadows to the west of Benaojan, 

our base for the next few days, and one of the famous white villages of Andalucia. 

 

Days 2, 3 & 6 

Sierra de Grazalema 

 

The magnificent scenery of the Sierra de Grazalema Biosphere Reserve surrounds the 

lovely Molino del Santo, a wonderful hotel from which to explore this rich area. Many 

of the areas birds can be seen even if you hardly move from the comforts of Molino, 

with Griffon Vultures a constant in the skies above and Black Redstarts fly-catching 

from cornices. Cetti’s Warblers are ebullient in the mornings and at dusk Moorish 

Geckos patrol Molino’s balconies. The River Guadiaro flows by just below Molino whilst 

above are the craggy limestone cliffs that loom over the hamlet of Montejaque. We 

shall wander valleys where Cork Oaks have long been cultivated, their boles glowing 

red in the sun where the bark has been harvested, while Griffon Vultures wheel 

overhead and Cirl Buntings and Firecrests flit amongst the Cistus bushes. The limestone 

crags are home to Chough, Black Wheatear and Blue Rock Thrush. Quiet tracks lead 

out over the Rio Guadiaro and down the valley and here we’ll have our first meeting 

with Crocus serotinus. This delicate pale lilac crocus can be seen even in dry autumns 

however when there has been rain it can really be very common and is a beautiful 

sight on the slopes hereabouts. Clouded Yellows and several species of blue fly in the 

autumn sunshine and Oleander produces spectacular splashes of colour along the 

river gravels. Southern Grey Shrike and flocks of Spotless Starlings are found along the 

roadsides around Atajate where the throatwort Trachelium caeruleum attracts a 

goodly number of butterflies. 
 

Grazalema village nestles amongst some magnificent mountains, great cliffs ascend 

from the meadows below, and at their base we might find golden Sternbergia lutea 

and delicate Leucojum autumnale. Daphne gnidium offers its scented blooms along 

the road to the high pass at Puerto de las Palomas. We’ll visit the bio-diverse Sierra de 
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Alcaparain where colonies of Scilla autumnalis and Madragora autumnalis are joined 

by the sea daffodil-related Lapiedra martinezii, one of the more unusual blooms 

found at this season. Woodlarks and Thekla Larks inhabit limestone knolls where, rains 

permitting, we’ll find impressive colonies of Crocus serotinus. Flocks of mixed finches 

and buntings will already have arrived in the area and it may come as surprise to 

learn that Ring Ouzels and Redwings are frequent by mid-October. 

 

Day 4 

Teba Gorge & Fuente de Piedra 

 

Northeast of Ronda lies a rural landscape which grades imperceptibly into the rolling 

plains of Castillian Spain. Limestone rocks cut this gentle scene into strikingly attractive 

landscapes often adorned with the ubiquitous Dwarf Fan Palm. Rare Bonelli's Eagles 

and Egyptian Vultures soar over a small gorge where Red-legged Partridges erupt 

from the path in front of us. Sardinian Warblers, Rock Buntings and Red-rumped 

Swallows are all common species. Later we’ll visit Fuente de Piedra, home to 

abundant Greater Flamingos and where an assortment of ducks, terns and waders 

can also be seen.  

 

Day 5 

Sierra de las Nieves  
 

A scenic track takes us high into the Sierra de las Nieves. Red-berried Mistletoes 

garland Hawthorns, their strikingly bright fruits an impressive sight. Jays are 

everywhere, the abundant acorns produced by the cork oaks attracting them. Local 

pigs gorge on the acorn bounty – the famous local sausages are produced from their 

acorn-fed meat. Dartford Warblers and Subalpine Warblers move through the 

Erinacea gorselands and delightful Crested Tit inhabit beautiful forests of gnarled 

Spanish Firs. The slopes that this fine but sparse forest grows on is home to many 

Spanish Ibex, and we’ve a good chance of getting decent views of these impressive 

animals, though seeing the local Wild Cat will prove more difficult. Red-billed Chough 

are common and migrant Booted Eagles and Short-toed Eagles are heading south 

for their crossing to Africa. 

 

Day 7 

Ronda 

 

A chance to relax and explore the extraordinary old town of Ronda, maybe taking in 

the beautiful old Moorish Mondragon House, or perhaps shopping in the main street, 

before taking lunch at a restaurant overlooking the spectacular gorge where 

Chough and Lesser Kestrel wheel a few metres from us. Alpine Accentors inhabit cliffs 

that descend from the town’s spectacular bridge. Here we can see late season 

butterflies such as Mediterranean Skipper, Southern Marbled Skipper and the very 

local Zeller’s Skipper. 
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Day 8 

Depart from Malaga 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from our 

previous Wildlife at Leisure tours to Andalucia. If you would like to ask about any other 

aspect of this holiday, please call 01298 83563 or email us at 

enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, Leigh Cottage, Gauledge Lane, Longnor, Buxton SK17 0PA, UK. Tel/Fax 

+44 (0)1298 83563. After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a 

detailed information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, 

bird and butterfly checklists are available. 
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